








 

CITY COUNCIL           October 6, 2008 
CONSENT CALENDAR                               
 
SUBJECT: SUPPORT OF WESTSIDE SUBWAY 

EXTENSION WILSHIRE/WEST HOLLYWOOD COMBINED 
ALTERNATIVE 
   

INITIATED BY: COUNCILMEMBER JOHN HEILMAN 
Fran Solomon (Council Deputy) 

________________________________________________________________ 
 
STATEMENT ON THE SUBJECT:  
 
The City Council will consider adopting a resolution in support of the 
Wilshire/West Hollywood combined subway alternative as part of the Westside 
Subway Extension. 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 

 
1. Adopt Resolution No. 08-____ "A RESOLUTION OF THE ClTY COUNCIL 

OF THE ClTY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD IN SUPPORT OF THE 
WESTSIDE SUBWAY EXTENSION WILSHIRE/WEST HOLLYWOOD 
COMBINED ALTERNATIVE.” 
 

2. Direct staff to send copies of the signed resolution to the Board of the Los 
Angeles County Metropolitan Transit Authority, U.S. Senators Dianne 
Feinstein and Barbara Boxer, U.S. Representative Henry Waxman, 
California State Senator Sheila J. Kuehl and California State 
Assemblymember Mike Feuer. 
 

3. Direct staff to coordinate efforts to advocate in support of the 
Wilshire/West Hollywood combined alternative. 

 
BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS: 
 
The Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transit Authority (METRO) began an 
Alternatives Analysis (AA) Study for the Westside Extension Transit Corridor in 
Fall 2007. The AA Study was the first step in defining a potential transportation 
project to improve mobility in the 38 square mile study area.  The Study is 
required to evaluate a wide range of mode and alignment alternatives before 
identifying the most promising option or options for further environmental review. 



 

Metro has completed three rounds of community meetings — in October 2007, 
January/February 2008 and May 2008. Based on the analysis and public input 
received at these meetings, Metro has identified the alternatives to be 
recommended for further study through an Environmental Impact 
Report/Environmental Impact Statement.   
 
Metro presented the refined set of alternatives, Alternative 1, a Wilshire 
Boulevard only option, and Alternative 11, the combined Wilshire/West 
Hollywood route that will be recommended for further study and a schedule for 
future steps. 

 

 
 
Alternative 1 would only study the Wilshire alignment, while Alternative 11 would 
study a combined Wilshire/West Hollywood alignment.  Alternative 11 includes 
the Wilshire line and adds an additional line that runs from the 
Hollywood/Highland Red Line Station along Santa Monica Boulevard through 
West Hollywood before heading south at either La Cienega Boulevard or San 
Vicente Boulevard to connect with the first line. 
Alternative 11 provides the most boardings, more stations and transfers at 
Hollywood/Highland.  The combined Wilshire/West Hollywood alternative 
reflects highest number of users and travel time savings.   Alternative 11 is 
clearly superior to Alternative 1 and is the best alternative to achieve the goals of 
improving mobility and relieving traffic congestion in the greater Los Angeles 
region. 
 
 



 

 
The City is committed to continuing its active participation in supporting 
a network of subway routes towards the realization of the Subway to the Sea. 
Strong public support of the combined Wilshire/West Hollywood line and the 
potential operational statistics justifies the MTA Board's inclusion of Alternative 
11 in the full environmental process of the Subway to the Sea.  Continued public 
support for the combined alignment is anticipated.  
 
CONFORMANCE WITH VISION 2020: 
This item is consistent with the Ongoing Strategic Programs of Transportation 
System Improvement and Actively Participate in Regional Issues. 
 
OFFICE OF PRIMARY RESPONSIBILITY: 
Councilmember John Heilman 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  
None



 

 








