








Required Action:

+ Advocate for inclusion as a
high priority project in
Metro’s Long Range Trans-

portation Plan (Summer
2008).
% The Westside Cities will

actively pursue appropri-
ate funding and legislative
changes at the local, state,
and federal levels to
support the completion of
the Exposition Line and a
Westside Subway Exten-
sion.

*

All Westside Cities  will
actively participate in the
planning process. Repre-
sentatives from each of the
Westside Cities concur that
no City will be “left behind”
and have direct access to
either or both the Westside
Subway Extension and the
Exposition Light Rail
Project.

*

The Westside Cities want to
ensure that the Alternatives
Analysis include a subre-
gional fransit system
analysis and link directly
with the SCAG regional
housing analysis as land
use and transportation are
critical partners in address
ing congestion caused by
increasing density of the
Westside.
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Project Status:

The Westside Cities of Beverly Hills, Culver
City, West Hollywood and Santa Monica
have approved resolutions supporting the
inclusion of a Westside Subway Extension
in the next update of the Metro Long
Range Transportation Plan. In December
2006, the President signed legislation
repealing restrictions on federal funding
for subway construction that had previ-
ously halted the expansion of the subway
through the Westside.

The Westside Subway Extension could
extend from either existing Metro stations
at  Wilshire/Western or Hollywood/
Highland.  Recognizing the need to
expand transit to the Westside of Los
Angeles, the Los Angeles County Metro-

politan Transportation Authority (Metro)
initiated the Westside Transit Extension
Corridor study in Summer 2007. The first
phase of this study, the Alternatives
Analysis, which will evaluate different
route alignments and transit modes, is
currently underway and the “locally
preferred alternatives analysis” is sched-
uled to be released by Metro in Summer

2008.

The Westside Cities Council of
Governments supports a subway as the
most appropriate transit mode for this
corridor. The Westside Cities will enlist
their best efforts to agree on the most
appropriate alignment that will best meet
the transportation needs for the corridor.

Westside Subway Extension
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CITY COUNCIL October 6, 2008
CONSENT CALENDAR

SUBJECT: SUPPORT OF WESTSIDE SUBWAY
EXTENSION WILSHIRE/WEST HOLLYWOOD COMBINED
ALTERNATIVE

INITIATED BY: COUNCILMEMBER JOHN HEILMAN
Fran Solomon (Council Deputy)

STATEMENT ON THE SUBJECT:

The City Council will consider adopting a resolution in support of the
Wilshire/West Hollywood combined subway alternative as part of the Westside
Subway Extension.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

1. Adopt Resolution No. 08-_ "A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL
OF THE CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD IN SUPPORT OF THE
WESTSIDE SUBWAY EXTENSION WILSHIRE/WEST HOLLYWOOD
COMBINED ALTERNATIVE.”

2. Direct staff to send copies of the signed resolution to the Board of the Los
Angeles County Metropolitan Transit Authority, U.S. Senators Dianne
Feinstein and Barbara Boxer, U.S. Representative Henry Waxman,
California State Senator Sheila J. Kuehl and California State
Assemblymember Mike Feuer.

3. Direct staff to coordinate efforts to advocate in support of the
Wilshire/West Hollywood combined alternative.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS:

The Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transit Authority (METRO) began an
Alternatives Analysis (AA) Study for the Westside Extension Transit Corridor in
Fall 2007. The AA Study was the first step in defining a potential transportation
project to improve mobility in the 38 square mile study area. The Study is
required to evaluate a wide range of mode and alignment alternatives before
identifying the most promising option or options for further environmental review.



Metro has completed three rounds of community meetings — in October 2007,
January/February 2008 and May 2008. Based on the analysis and public input
received at these meetings, Metro has identified the alternatives to be
recommended for further study through an Environmental Impact
Report/Environmental Impact Statement.

Metro presented the refined set of alternatives, Alternative 1, a Wilshire
Boulevard only option, and Alternative 11, the combined Wilshire/West
Hollywood route that will be recommended for further study and a schedule for
future steps.

Alternative 1 would only study the Wilshire alignment, while Alternative 11 would
study a combined Wilshire/West Hollywood alignment. Alternative 11 includes
the Wilshire line and adds an additional line that runs from the
Hollywood/Highland Red Line Station along Santa Monica Boulevard through
West Hollywood before heading south at either La Cienega Boulevard or San
Vicente Boulevard to connect with the first line.

Alternative 11 provides the most boardings, more stations and transfers at
Hollywood/Highland. The combined Wilshire/West Hollywood alternative

reflects highest number of users and travel time savings. Alternative 11 is
clearly superior to Alternative 1 and is the best alternative to achieve the goals of
improving mobility and relieving traffic congestion in the greater Los Angeles
region.



The City is committed to continuing its active participation in supporting

a network of subway routes towards the realization of the Subway to the Sea.
Strong public support of the combined Wilshire/West Hollywood line and the
potential operational statistics justifies the MTA Board's inclusion of Alternative
11 in the full environmental process of the Subway to the Sea. Continued public
support for the combined alignment is anticipated.

CONFORMANCE WITH VISION 2020:

This item is consistent with the Ongoing Strategic Programs of Transportation
System Improvement and Actively Participate in Regional Issues.

OFFICE OF PRIMARY RESPONSIBILITY:
Councilmember John Heilman

FISCAL IMPACT:
None







RESOLUTION NO. 08-3741

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD IN SUPPORT OF
THE WESTSIDE SUBWAY EXTENSION
WILSHIRE/WEST HOLLYWOOD COMBINED
ALTERNATIVE

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD
DOES HEREBY RESOLVE AS FOLLOWS:

WHEREAS, Over the past 30 years, tremendous population and
employment growth, worsening congestion, changing land uses and traffic
patterns, have led to the need to improve mobility in the Westside Corridor;
and

WHEREAS, Approximately 5 percent of the population (504,000)
and ten percent of the jobs (479,000) in Los Angeles County are concentrated
on the Westside; and

WHEREAS, Population and employment densities on the Westside
are among the highest in the metropolitan region, averaging approximately
13,100 persons per square mile and 12,500 jobs per square mile, with the
greatest employment densities found along the Wilshire and Santa Monica
Boulevard Corridors, making these high population and employment
concentrations one of the densest places to live and work in the county; and

WHEREAS, According to the Southern California Association of
Governments’ forecasts, population density on the Westside will increase to
over 14,500 persons per square mile and 14,600 jobs per square mile by
2030, representing an increase of 10 percent in population density and a 17
percent jump in employment density; and

WHEREAS, More than 80 percent of jobs on the Westside are filled
by individuals living outside of the Westside, adding both to local and regional
congestion; and

WHEREAS, The mobility problem faced by the Westside is
explained by the ever declining surface travel speeds and with few planned
transportation improvements and little opportunity to increase road capacity,
Westside mobility will remain a key concern for residents and employers; and

WHEREAS, the Metro Board of Directors authorized an
Alternatives Analysis (AA) Study for the Westside Transit Corridor Extension
which began in Fall 2007; and
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WHEREAS, The AA Study was the first step in defining a potential
transportation project to improve mobility in the 38 square mile study area;
and

WHEREAS, The Study is required to evaluate a wide range of
mode and alignment alternatives before identifying the most promising option
or options for further environmental review; and

WHEREAS, Alternative 1 would only study the Wilshire alignment,
while Alternative 11 would study the combined Wilshire/West Hollywood
alignment; and

WHEREAS, Alternative 11, the combined Wilshire/West Hollywood
alignment, provides the most boardings, more stations and transfers at
Hollywood/Highland and Alternative 11 reflects highest number of users and
travel time savings; and

WHEREAS, Alternative 11, the combined Wilshire/West Hollywood
alignment, would serve a bigger portion of the greater Los Angeles region,
including the Beverly Center and Cedars Sinai directly; and

WHEREAS, Alternative 11, the combined Wilshire/West Hollywood
route, is objectively the superior to Alternative 1, the Wilshire only route, and
is the best alternative to achieve the goals of improving mobility and relieving
traffic congestion in the region:
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the
City of West Hollywood urges the Board of the Los Angeles County
Metropolitan Transportation Authority to allow the consideration of Alternative
11, the combined Wilshire/West Hollywood alternative, by forwarding it for
study in an Environmental Impact Report/Environmental Impact Statement.

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of
West Hollywood at a regular meeting held this 6" day of October, 2008 by the
following vote: L

AYES: Councilmember:  Duran, Guarriello, Heilman, Mayor Pro
Tempore Land, and Mayor Prang.

NOES: Councilmember: None.

ABSENT:  Councilmember: None.

ABSTAIN: Councilmember: None.
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JEFFREY PRANG, MAYOR—

ATTEST:
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THOMAS R. WEST, CITY CLERK




