
 
Overview 
 
The 2009 Greater Los Angeles Homeless Count will take place on the nights of January 27, 28 & 29, 2009. As 
the lead agency in the Los Angeles Continuum of Care (CoC), LAHSA coordinates the region's efforts to 
gather numerical and demographic information about those in our communities without a place to live. 
 
The data gathered from the Homeless Count is extremely valuable in our mission to end homelessness. It 
supplies government agencies, service providers, and housing providers with a reliable estimate of the 
homeless population in the City & County of Los Angeles, as well as an array of demographic information. 
These data are used to: 
 
• Preserve $72 million in Federal funds by demonstrating our region's need for resources; 
• Raise public awareness about the issue of homelessness; 
• Accurately identify the needs of populations that are hardest to serve; 
• Measure performance in eliminating homelessness; and 
• Improve and redirect the types of housing and services needed to eliminate homelessness. 
 
Background 
 
The US Department of Housing & Urban Development (HUD) requires all CoC’s to complete a Homeless 
Count every two years. LAHSA previously led Homeless Counts in the City & County of Los Angeles in 2005 
and 2007; reports are available on our website: http://www.lahsa.org/homelesscount.asp. 
 
Components 
 
Unsheltered Street Count: utilizes volunteers to enumerate unsheltered homeless persons on a given night 
(e.g. living on the street, in encampments, in cars) in census tracts throughout the County.  
 
Shelter & Institution Count: estimates the number of homeless individuals and families housed overnight in 
shelters (emergency and transitional shelters, motels/hotels that accept homeless vouchers) and institutions 
(residential alcohol & drug treatment centers, jails, detention centers, hospital emergency rooms).  
 
Demographic Survey: collect demographic data (age, gender, etc.) and descriptive data (length of time being 
homeless, services used, etc.) about homeless individuals in our CoC (scheduled for Feb. 2009). 
 
General Population Telephone Survey: seeks to enumerate the "hidden homeless"; that is, those who 
currently would not be counted via the Unsheltered Street Count or the Sheltered & Institution Count because 
they are camping on private property, living in unconverted garages and garden sheds, and other such areas. 
 
Schedule by Service Planning Area - Homeless Count ‘09 
Tuesday, January 27, 2009: Antelope Valley, San Fernando Valley 
Wednesday, January 28, 2009:  East Los Angeles, San Gabriel Valley, South Bay 
Thursday, January 29, 2009:  Metro Los Angeles and South Los Angeles 



 
 

Help Make Homeless Count 2009 a Success! 
 
 
Volunteering during the Count is the most important thing you can do to help make HC09 a success. But 
that’s just the beginning. Here are the top five things your office can do to promote HC09 in your 
district. 
 
 

1. Appoint a Team Captain for your office. In addition to volunteering during the count, Team 
Captains commit to recruiting at least 4 other volunteers. Ask co-workers, friends and family 
members to join your office team! To register as a team captain, go to www.lahsa.org/hc09.asp. 

 
2. Announce HC09. Use the upcoming Holiday events where you will speak to talk up HC09.  Add a 

link to HC09 on your office’s web page. Include an item about the Homeless Count in your 
upcoming bulletin, newsletter or email blast! Add HC09 to the agenda of your next staff or 
constituent meeting, or make a pitch at your next event.  

 
3. Email HC09 info to your constituents. Invite everyone on your organization’s email list to 

volunteer for HC09. At the close of the email, encourage recipients to forward it on to everyone in 
their contact list. Go to www.lahsa.org/promoteHC09 for more information. 

 
4. Invite LAHSA to a Meeting or Event.  Is there an upcoming meeting or event that might lend itself 

to volunteer recruitment? We would love to come and share more information about the Homeless 
Count!  

 
5. Distribute HC09 Promotional Materials.  Leave HC09 promotional materials in your office and 

distribute at meetings you and your staff attend. Go to www.lahsa.org/promoteHC09 or email 
hc09@lahsa.org to get materials for your district. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For more information about what you can do to help, email Jennifer Kolmel, Volunteer Coordinator, at 
hc09@lahsa.org or go to www.lahsa.org/promoteHC09. 
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1 - Antelope Valley

2 - San Fernando Valley

3 - San Gabriel Valley

8 - South Bay

5 - West Los Angeles

7 - East 
Los Angeles

4 - Metro 
Los Angeles
6 - South
Los Angeles

Service Planning Area Schedule

SCHEDULE

Tuesday, January 27, 2009:         West Los Angeles, San Fernando Valley, Antelope Valley

Wednesday, January 28, 2009:    East Los Angeles, San Gabiel Valley, South Bay

Thursday, January 29, 2009:        Metro Los Angeles, South Los Angeles

For more information visit: http://www.lahsa.org/hc09.asp



Form Submitted By:_________________________________________________________________________  

Organization:______________________________________________________________________________

Email:____________________________________________________________________________________

Phone:____________________________________________________________________________________

Please fax completed forms to LAHSA at 213.892.0093 or email them to hc09@lahsa.org.

Volunteer registration is also available online at www.lahsa.org/hc09.asp.

Name:____________________________________________________________________________________

Address:___________________________________City:_________________Zip Code:___________________

Daytime Phone: _____________________________Cell Phone:_____________________________________

Email:____________________________________________________________________________________

I would like to volunteer in this zip code:_________________  I have a bicycle. I have a car. 

 I am interested in being a Team Captain.  I can also volunteer prior to the Count.

(Optional): I am a�liated with the following group or organization:__________________________________

Register to Volunteer

Name:____________________________________________________________________________________

Address:___________________________________City:_________________Zip Code:___________________

Daytime Phone: _____________________________Cell Phone:_____________________________________

Email:____________________________________________________________________________________

I would like to volunteer in this zip code:_________________  I have a bicycle. I have a car. 

 I am interested in being a Team Captain.  I can also volunteer prior to the Count.

(Optional): I am a�liated with the following group or organization:__________________________________




